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SHRI BIREN KUMAR BASAK

Shri Biren Kumar Basak is the master weaver and founder of Biren Basak and
Company, known globally for its sarees in Tangail and Jamdani weaving style. He is an
artist and entrepreneur who embraced new ideas and created innovative methods for
implementing intricately hand-woven rich motifs in our handloom sarees, which laid the
foundation for the socio-economic growth of more than ten thousand weavers in Phulia,
West Bengal. His immense efforts and perseverance have made Indian handloom sarees
well known for their design and quality throughout the world.

2 Born on 16" May, 1951, though originally from Tangail in East Pakistan, Shri Basak
was forced to migrate to Phulia in 1961 due to communal tensions. Since Shri Basak and his
family came to India without any assets, their financial resources depleted swiftly. The dire
circumstances didn't allow him or his five other siblings to study as they took up odd jobs at
weaving factories. At the age of 13, Shri Basak joined his father, Shri Banko Bihari Basak, ata
local saree weaving unit earning Rs 2.5 per day in 1964. He spent his teenage years selling
sarees door-to-door and worked his way up to build Biren Basak and Companyin 1987.

i In 1987, Shri Basak started Biren Basak and Company with eight staff members in
his house and trained them in Tangail and Jamdani weaving style in Phulia with an aim to
financially empower local weavers and provide them with a platform that he never had.
Alongside, he rigorously practiced and evolved his skills. He innovated his designs and
experimented with challenging techniques. His lifelong quest has been to search for better
and more effective ways to implement his designs and arts to empower artisans to be
independent and lifelong also succeed against the stiff competition with the mechanized
power loom industry. Defined by intricately hand-woven rich motifs, Jamdani is a weft
technique of weaving. By virtue of its intricate design, it is considered to be an advanced
and challenging hand-weaving technique. The process is time-consuming and each saree
can take up to ayear.

4. In 2015, Shri Basak's name was entered in the Limca Book of Records for weaving
"First dakai Sari woven with Ramayana". It took two and a half years to weave the saree
wherein the warp is in muslin kora and the weft in tussar silk. The same was also
recognized in the India Book of Records in 2015. Further in 2015, his name was entered in
the India Book of Records for weaving a saree with Jamdani work on warp tussar silk and
muga silk displaying different moods of Lord Ganesha. It took him 1.2 years to complete
this saree. He achieved Guinness World Record for weaving the longest sari in the world,
measuring 3,726.43 m (12,225 ft 9inch) in 2018.

5. Shri Basak is a recipient of numerous certificates, awards, and accolades. He
received Certificate of Merit 2009, National Award in 2012, and the Sant Kabir Award in
2013 from the Office of the Development Commissioner for Handloom, Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India.
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1 AN AR I, T Y07 G IR IIRT I1H TS HUHT & ARIUS &, Sl didl IR SIHET]
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2. 1 1B BT ST 16 75, 1951 DI 3l | I8 7t ©U A YdI UMHH b qied & o oifh AMRTRID
TG @ DR 98 FolgR BIdR 1961 H HIrAT 31 Y | 21 q61d 31X DT URAR Wlell 81 AR AT o,
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uTY i S gATg PREM! § BIC—HIC BIH B IS | 1964 ¥, 13 q9 bl 1Y ¥, 211 91 1 370+ U, 27
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fomToT @ fa=m H SR 8Y |
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4. 2015 H, ']TATIY] DI USRI Bl g Uscll SDblg Alel,” & oIy, il 941h &1 M folrhl g& 3Ah
Repis< H TS (BT TAT AT | 39 ST DI g7 H S5 AT BT FHY ST 5T AT DIRT 3R TR XH B VT
H g AT © | 2015 H SFSAT g AT Rapigd H A1 g9 AU & T 201 | 2015 H, IADT M SISAT I 3ATH
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T T AT B |
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