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SMT. BHURI BAI

Smt. Bhuri Bai is a well known tribal painter from Madhya Pradesh.

2. Born on 10" May, 1968 in a small village called Pittol in Jhabua Madhya Pradesh,
Smt. Bhuri Bai belongs to the Bhil tribal community of Madhya Pradesh. She never went to
school, life was the only school to her and her siblings, also she never learned any painting
skills. It is during her visit to any family weddings or any occasions in their family and
village that she used to help her elder sister and mother decorating houses just like the
other village girls do. They used to paint their traditional forms and designs with natural
and earth colors made by them only.

G It was during the establishment of Bharat-Bhawan, when the building designed by
Charles Correa was under construction, Smt. Bhuri Bai along with her family used to work
there as alaborer, it is there where she was noticed by the eminent painter J. Swaminathan,
who saw her and other girls in their free time making drawings with charcoal on the rocks.
Swaminathan saw the spark in young Bhuri and he knew that she can be a painter par
excellence. It was his vision that took Smt. Bhuri Bai from continuing as a labour to an artist
in making.

4. Smt. Bhuri Bai started her painting journey from the rocks of Bharat Bhawan to papers
gradually the forms of her traditions started taking shapes on papers and canvases and wall
too. She, with passing time has become a signature of Bhil painting Tradition as she has
developed her own distinctive style of paintings with her vibrant use of colors and perfect
amalgamation of style form and colour. Her paintings can be seen in almost each and every
prestigious departments of State government, offices Indian government, business houses of
India and several museums and private collections too. She has painted one whole wall of the
famous Madhya Pradesh Tribal Museum as her picto-biography, that shows her journey as a
baby in hervillage house to an celebrated artist of the highest caliber.

oF Smt. Bhuri Bai with a strong and distinct sense of painting and designing has made
way for the next generations to come, she has taken an initiative to teach painting to her
children, grandchildren and also her relatives who want to take painting as profession and also
to preserve the tradition of Bhil paintings. She has proved that education and knowledge are
two different things; knowledge can lead to the greatest paths where education lacks. She has
proven that painting speaks and leave impact more than the words do, and she is committed to
paint till her last breath and will continue spreading colors and forms to her next generations
and several other people who love speaking in the language of forms and colors.

6. Smt. Bhuri Bai for her paintings and her contribution to Bhil Painting Tradition has
won several prestigious awards like Rashtriya Devi Ahilya Samman, Rani Durgawati
Samman, Shikhar Samman, Madhya Pradesh Gaurav Samman by Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh etc.
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