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DR. ASAVADI PRAKASA RAO

Dr. Asavadi Prakasa Rao is an Indian poet, critic, translator and scholar, who is known for his
poetry and prose works. Coming of a lower middle-class SC (Madiga) community from a remote village
in the backward Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh, Dr Asavadi Prakasa Rao has, by overcoming
the disadvantages of his origin, carved a niche for himself in the realms of literature, education and
social service with a positive, eclectic, and harmonising attitude. He is the only traditional Telugu poet
and Ashtavadhani— expert in the traditional demonstrative feat of extemporisation and memorisation
of metrical poetry —in the entire country from the SC community.

2. Born on 2™ August, 1944, Dr Asavadi Prakasa Rao post-graduated in Telugu and served as a
lecturer and principal in Government degree colleges. His literary output comprises of 60 books across
genres, and 49 research papers. His life and work has influenced many literati, with 22 critical books
and 60 articles published on him, including a doctoral thesis, and 14 books dedicated to him.

S Dr. Prakasa Rao's books include: (a) Sant Ravidas (2020); (b) Viveka Puneeta Nivedita — a
poetic work on Sister Nivedita (2020); and (c) Prahlada Charitramu: Errana Potana Tulanatmaka
Pariseelana (1989). He has also penned several books for TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams).
His book, Telugu Padya Kavita Prasthanam, on poetic craft was published by Telugu Akademi for
4th World Telugu Conference in 2012.He has delivered a host of talks, including 73 for AIR and
Doordarshan with a thrust on traditional Indian culture and human values.

3 Dr. Prakasa Rao has been utilising his hard earned income and savings not only to
propagate and rejuvenate Telugu and Sanskrit literatures and popularise classical poetry for a
healthy blend of tradition and modernity but also to extend a helping hand to the needy cum
meritorious students. He has striven for social harmony with a focus on Hindu Dalits and other
downtrodden as office-bearer of AP Samajika Samarasata Foundation. He has set up a library at
his home with free board and lodge for researchers. He has also served on the editorial board of
many magazines and journals. He erected and helped erect statues of cultural icons.

4. Dr. Prakasa Rao has received numerous awards and honours. Some of the distinguished
honours he received at the national level are — Balakavi (Teenage poet) title by Dr.
Radhakrishnan (1963); Pragna Puraskar (2019); Dr Ambedkar Distinguished Service National
Award (2018). Important state level awards include: Kopparapu Kavula Kala Peetham
Puraskaram (2019); Life Time Achievement Award, Christian Sahitya Academy, Vijayawada
(2018); Dr. Jnanananda Kavi Memorial Literary Award (2017); Sanatana Dharma Charitable
Trust Award(2013); Distinguished Litterateur Award, Andhra Saraswata Parishat (2013);
Jashuva Best Poetry Award (2013); Kalaratna Award for Eminence, Dept. of Culture, AP (2012);
Avadhana Shiromani Award, Lok Nayak Foundation (2007); Gandhian Poet Award, AP Harijan
Sevak Sangh (2005) ; Bhashabhigna Puraskar, AP Official Language Commaission (2001); D Litt
Honoris Causa, PS Telugu University (2000); Pushpagiri Maha Sansthanam Trust (1999);
Pratibha Puraskar, PS Telugu University(1995); Distinguished Teacher Award and AP Higher
Education Dept. (1992).
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SI. JATATEIfS YbT1er g

ST, 3ATRATAIE FehTeT /1 Ve HIRTI bid, JTeAraeh, garadd AR g &, S U= Diddr AR Ter Picrdi &
foTQ ST ST 2 | 31 e o fUes IR 85 & Udb GRaRIS] & M1d & U (11 7eg¥ arffar srgqgfer ifa (Afem)
HYGTT ¥ dlegfd N dlel SI. MTRTATEl HehTeT /1g - U I WA & Uwgu Pl R B, GhRIHD, IAR IR
HHERIYYT Hgl & gRT Tfec, Rt 3R ATt HaT & &1 ¥ 319+ Uas fIRre uga 99118 2 | 98 WY <91 # orgjford
ST & U A URURE 7] Hid TAT TR 31T Bradeg YDA R URYRe are detl fa9msT & |

2. 02 3T, 1944 BT STH SI. TBTL g 71 AT H FATDICR DI UM UK DI 3R TRBRI fSUT Diciaii |
IR AR Urar & WU H B (T | Ssi+ A= Aifefcae femsil # 60 J&id 3R 49 THUH fofd & [S7d
ST 3R Picred =1 B ANfIBRI BT YR fbar &, i+ S R 22 Ag@yul YIds 37X 60 ol FHTRIT fhy
2,57 US SACRd IMEUS 3R I7© AAUT 14 JId A & |

3. SI. TR R1g DI YIID! H ATAS & G (A& (2020); 9% Germ Fafed—Reer Fafed ) @
B P (2020) AR FSATGT FARFL WHAT UICHT JAAH BT GRS (1989) | I=A faredTar fowufa
TIRITH & oy 41 By T ol © | B RIed IR =T D! J&IDb I TS Hiad TRATH DI I
BTG §RT 2012 H AT A fa2q AT AT & (ol UHIRIT fhar 1T o | SBIF URURS ARG
X IT 3IR AR Hedl TR IR Sl 8 s aldiy ol 8, ST SfThTRIardl 3R gR&e & fory 73 ardiy S & |

3. ST, JahTeT I1g U HEAd DI HATS IR T BT TN A AR Fhel Alecd BT TAR—TAR, TToRIT
AT TRURT AR AT TDHT DT HPHSIT B & [TY UTET BT BT ATBIHI I 3R SIRoxcHa HelTdl B3 D
HEG & oY PR T B | S8 SN Yo AHITH HARAT BISSYH & USSR & U H 85 afedl aiiR 31
ST &Nl R &7 < §U WHISIe 9g41d & fog $1d fHhar & | S egdaiell & fay o BR W)
3o & 3R W &1 FeaRAT DI © 3R Uh JRIDIG Al g1 & | S8i by BRI AR SRAAT B
ATead 96 # W S fhar 2 | SR Aivaiad fafort o wfemmd wenfid @ € ofR S9! v § A W
BT

4. ST, THI G Pl Py YREPR AR A e G © | TS TR R ST . MEMHVM §RT dTe Hid bl
AT (1963); T GREBR (2019); Sf. fTSHR I fARME AT YREBR (2018) e fARME T+ U< % |
TR TR REBRI H DIURY BTGl Hefl UIeH JRIBRA (2019); FATSH CIgH AIdHe 3fars, fhi¥aae ared
3pTeH!, fasTIaTsT (2018); Sf. FMMG Bid AAINTS foIewRl FaATS (2017); FAH &¥ ARCTA T RIBR
(2013); fafre AIRFIHR REBR, 378 ARET URYE (2013); STYAT HIS BIF REPR (2013); HART AdTS
BR UHTH QREPR, FEPIA [I9TT, 3T U9l (2012); @€A1 RRAMT REBR, dldh A-6 BISSIH (2007);
AT Bfd GREBR—3NY T2l SRS Hadh Y (2005); ATNTHE YREDIR, 378 T2 ISTHINT AT (2001); ST
fore eI T, Ul v I favafdemerd (2000); GoIRIRT HET HLRITTH 23T (1999); UfT YR¥BR, Ul T8 I
fasafaemera (1995); fafdre R REHR AR 3rier w<er Sz e fmT (1992) onfe wfiet & |
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