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SHRI SUBBU ARUMUGAM

Shri Subbu Arumugam is an exponent of ancient folk art and performer of Villupattu
of Tamil Nadu. His dedication to the tradition of Villupattu has made him a pole star in the
cultural horizon of India.

2. Born on 28" June, 1928, Shri Arumugam hails from a traditionally and culturally
vibrant family in Tirunelveli, the well-known abode of Tamil culture and tradition, the little
Subbu Arumugam grew as a torch-bearer of all the venerable values of his parents, father
Shri A. Subbiah and mother Smt. Subbammal. The creative upsurge in him took flight and
he became proficient in writing lyrics and poetry. The course at the Madurai Tamil Sangam
stood him in good stead and he emerged as an artiste of reckoning in writing poetry and
performing Villupattu. His maiden poetic work at the age of 16 titled 'Kumaran Pattu' became
popular and received wide acclaim.

S Shri Arumugam has been tirelessly performing Villupattu for more than 6 decades.
His performances are broadcast on All India Radio, Doordharshan and numerous television
channels. In addition, he has been performing for sabhas, educational institutions, temples,
universities and various other fora. He has secured a number of accolades to this art by
taking it globally to Singapore, Sri Lanka, Muscat and almost all states in India. His
Villupattus are not only of entertainment value, but also of educative and informative
purposes. Villupattu has become a powerful medium of communication. He harnessed
Villupattu with great dexterity to put forward meaningful messages to educate, inspire,
motivate, encourage and reform society.

4. Shri Arumugam breathes the spirit of nationalism, harmony and solidarity. His
performances are packed with his focus on morals, folk music, humorous repartees, literary
rendition and Indian Culture. To ensure this preservation and glory of Villupattu he has
drawn his entire family into the tradition. The legacy of Villupattu is being carried on now all
over the world by his second and third generations. Being a poet and writer basically, Shri
Arumugam has penned 47 novels earlier. He has also authored many books like 'Villisai
Ramayanam' 'Villiasai Mahabharatham' 'Neengalum Villupattu Padalam' 'Gandhi Vandhar'
'Nellin Kadhai' and 'Noolagam Valarum Kadhai'. Villupattu based CD's and DVD's on
different subjects have also also released by him.

S. Shri Arumugam has been honoured with a number of awards and honours including
'Kalaimamani' by Government of Tamil Nadu (1975) ; 'Villisai Vendhar' by Variyar Swamigal;
'Bharathi Award' by Government of Tamil Nadu (2017) ; "Thamizh Thiru' by The Hindu Tamil;
'For the Sake of Honour Award' by Madras Coromandel Rotary Club; "Tamil Sandror Award' by
Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiyar Memorial Trust; 'Vibrant Indian Award' by Developers India; 'Isai
Ratna' by News 7 Channel from the Hon'ble Governor of Tamil Nadu; 'Lifetime Achievement
Award' by Muscat Tamil Sangam. He has also received Sangeet Natak Akademi Award from the
then Hon’ble President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in 2005.
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5. 1 ATEHITH BT Py JREPR IR FHM Y& [HY T & [ THATTg ARBR GRT HATIHHATT
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