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SHRI ANNAVARAPU RAMASWAMY

Shri Annavarapu Ramaswamy or Annavarapu, as he is fondly called, is an eminent senior top-
ranking violinist in Carnatic Music in India, whose musical journey has entered into the eighth decade.
He is directly the fifth in the line of disciples of Saint Thyagaraja.

2 Born on 23™ March, 1926 in a family of musicians in Andhra Pradesh, Shri Annavarapu started
learning music at a very tender age first from Late Shri Maganti Jagannadha Chowdary of
Somavarappadu, his native village in Andhra Pradesh and later from 'Gayaka Sarvabhaumatate Shri
Parupalli Rama Krishnaiah Pantulu of Vijayawada, a musician and guru of repute. The rigorous
training received by him in the Gurukula Sampradaya helped him to blossom into one of the most
sought-after violinists in India. He worked as a staff artist in All India Radio, Vijayawada ever since its
inception in 1948 until he retired in 1986.

3. Shri Annavarapu, during his illustrious career, has accompanied every musician of repute in
India that include not only legends of Carnatic music like Parupalli Ramakrishnaiah Pantulu,
Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar, Chembai Vaidyanatha Bhagavatar, Maharajapuram Viswanadha Iyer,
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, G. N. Balasubramaniam, Madurai Mani Iyer, Dr. Balamurali Krishna, T.R.
Mahalingam, Alatthur Brothers, etc., but also noted Hindustani vocalists like Pandit Vinayaka Rao
Patwardhan, Bheemsen Joshi and Pandit Jasraj. His mastery over Sruthi and Laya coupled with his
highest quality of accompanying skills that helped the main artist perform at the best of his/her ability
made him the preferred violinist for many musicians. He has also performed innumerable solo concerts
both on Violin and Viola across India and abroad. He has also enthralled audiences in USA, Canada,
UK, France, Oman, Bahrain, Dubai, Doha, Singapore, Malaysia and Sri Lanka etc. Shri Annavarapu
has also participated in many All-India Radio National Programs, Sangeetha Sammelanams and
composed and conducted orchestras, in classical music both in Radio and Television. He has also
composed many varnams and krithis that have been appreciated by the audience.

4. Shri Annavarapu's most notable and noble contribution to the music is that continuing the
tradition of Gurukula Sampradaya, he nurtured many a talent for about seven decades without charging
anything either in cash or kind from his disciples and untiringly strove hard to bring the best out of them.
He taught not only violin but also vocal, veena, flute and Nadaswaram. He always encouraged his disciples
to hone the innate bani or style that is natural to them and never forced them to adapt a particular style. It
is to his credit that most of his disciples are top graded and recognized in the field of music.

5 Shri Annavarapu has been associated with various orgamzatlons like Member, Board of Studies
in Music, Telugu University, Hyderabad; Member, Board of Studies in Music, All India Rad1o New Delhi;
Member, Board of Music for Audition, AIR, New De1h1 Member, Advisory Commlttee AIR, V1 jayawada;
Member, Nada Neerajanam Program Committee, TTD, Titupathi; Member, Sri Thyaga Brahma Utsava
Committee, Ttruvayyur, Tamilnadu; Member, South Zone Cultural Center, Tanjavur; Member, Board of
Studies in Music, Datta Peetham, Mysore etc.

0. Shri Annavarapu has received various awards and honours including National Sangeetha
Nataka Academy Award; Andhra Pradesh State Sangeetha Academy Award; Hamsa Award (Govt. of
Andhra Pradesh); Prathibha Award (Potti Sriramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad, India); Honorable
Doctorate from Duke University (North Carolina, USA); Life Time Achievement Award by Rotary
International, Vijayawada; Sangeetha Kalasagar Award (Sangeeta Kalasaagaram, Hyderabad); Datta
Peetha Award (Sree Dattha Peetham, Mysore, Karnataka); Sri Durga Malleswara Devastanam Astana
Vidwan (Vijayawada) etc.

43



N F~Taxy T

%) ITIRY, EMA 5778 ™R A FERY HET ST 8, WRd § Plcd Fd & Yo yeard d—ofl &
arIferd AT & | IIe! WG I3 AT T2H H FAY TR IH! & | 98 [ AFRIS B RIF—uReRT o) gidt 9idl &
T T B |
2 23 HTE, 1926 PI A I S T AMTDR GRAR H ST 31 ARy 7 3Ry H A Arg=r g 1 |
SBI7 Ul MY U & U+ UG d ARG & W@ 471 7T STy A 9 &iR 918 3 fasrareT & mem
HTS 3R T, TS AT 41 ITedee! MM T Uge] | G o R 807 o1 | ok Tk | urd
PHOR YR 7 IT ARG P U Al UHalal ardier dlad g9 H 7GS Bl | I/ 9y 1948 H 3fepreraref,
[ISTIETST BI WU 811 & 918 W $HD BHAR] HATDHR & w0 H B4 [HAT | 98 9 1986 H AU HaAT-gi<y db el
H PR 3 |

3. ) 3FTaRY 7 U AR HHT—IATAT & GRM, IR & TAD faeard FHdeR I |1d gar dbl {54
UTeUee! NHGORT Uqd, IRITHS! ISl SRR, TS deFr WHTdR, HERISTYRA fagarer 3R, ARTTS!
ST 3R, S11.Y. ITeRISAT0TIH, HGY AT 2R, IRl BT, TLITR. AT olTH, TR 9 1S dHeled Fild &
femrst €1 7121 afews ufed famre 19 ueaes, Wi SRl iR Ufed STHRTST Sivt IR g Tmids i1 eiie & |
T R T IR B! YU iR T & Iod DRI D §RT S8 AISS Y B H & HATHR H  HGS DI
aﬁ?agaﬁww¢mwﬁmamﬁ?wmwlwﬁwsﬁ?ﬁéﬂﬁwﬁmsﬁ?mﬁw
SEIREN R NEIGECAUER R fbu € | S ngb RIS MR, Herel, i, %id, 3, 98304, gds, IET,
TR, AR iR slidiar o # i araferd e & SiidmRil & #37 &A1 © | I=IH ATHREN & By TS
PTIRIHH, TG T H 91T forar T f$AT &R Sellfaed aFl IR I G # sffdegl & forg Fifid =T @ 8k
DT FATA fHaT | =i S avid iR St ot Wi wa=1 @ § {578 <=fel 7 J_TeT 2

4. £ STERY BT G H FIH Ieelgi1g iR 5D YN I8 & [ SR [ohel TR Bl URURT Bl SR
R G, ST W1 GR1 dh 1U+ Rl @l ufosT &1 ey 8 &R S99 Favg a1 fdl wu 3 o 81 foran 8 | S5t
9 dacl arferd dfed TR, 90T, IGRT SR Aewaxd A1 R | S2iv Had 310+ Rl T Feol a1 AT 2ell Bl
FER & forg drertad fhar ok 1 Y I fopdl =Ty 2iell 1 3= & forg aredr =78} f6an | S91a srfersier Ry
Y ol & FeAThR & TR T B &= | URIfg U1 €, 1R ST 21T Saf bl Sl & |

5. %11 3T TARY ATS 3T TSIl 71 R[STeh, Tt fa=<afdeietd, 2ax1aTg, 9 31t ICSIol 5 R[STd, JHTrarel,
T3 facell; 9IS 3ifh JfoTeh o1 3iifee, amarerardil, 75 facetl, HesdR A, swrEh, fasgarsT; e TR
T HHCH, SIErS!, faguell; si QT 981 Icqd HHe, [RIearaR, dfieTs; SerT &3 Aiapiis &%, doldy; ars 3ifh
TSI g Wi, T UraH, AR 3Mfe fafir=T e+l & 9 @ € |

6. ST TTeRY P AR GREPR AR T I §U 8, FOTH ML AT A1eeh bIad] JREDR; 37E Hagl 153
T STBIeH! JREPR; B AATS (3T TG ARBR); U™l REPR (Ul SRM I faafdeney, gavmems, wra);
B Jare! (Al BRI, JTAY) A Sfaeie HI AE SUTY; el Sex-eHd, [Iarsr §RT A8® <rsH sraHe
3faTS; HHIT HARINR JRIBR (I HATENRA, BaIEME); & UIe REBR (30 & UIeH, AR, Hicd); 51 g
ool AR QAR 3R fag™ (fasrararsT) :nfe wnfia 2 |

43



