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SHRI SRIPATHI PANDITHARADHYULA
BALASUBRAHMANYAM (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Sripathi Panditharadhyula Balasubrahmanyam was one of the leading figures of Indian
Cinema, more particularly, Southern Indian Movie Industry. He had held sway for years as a top-notch
playback singer, in films in many Indian languages like Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam the 'lingua
franca', Hindi, Tulu, Assamese, Badaga, Sanskrit, English, Konkini, Bengali, Marathi and Punjabi.

2. Born on 4" June, 1946 in Konetampet (Tamil Nadu) then in Andhra Pradesh, Shri
Balasubrahmanyam has sung over a staggering 40,000 songs in films, private albums, TV Serials, which is
a fete in itself. He was the most sought after "play back" singer of Southern Indian Cinema. While singing in
one of the "talent-spotting contests" in Chennai, young Balasubrahmanyam was spotted by the late film
music composer, Shri. S.P. Kodandapani. He won the first prize and the enterprising music director gave
the fresh talent a break to sing in the film "Sri Sri Sri Maryada Ramanna" (Telugu 1966). His entry into
"Bollywood was with the super hit "Ek Duje Ke Liye".

S Shri Balasubrahmanyam as an actor enjoyed his performances so much so that his dedication and
sincerity are evident in every character he played. He thrilled his audiences with memorable roles in over 45
film title, especially in Manathil Uruthi Vaendum, Thiruda Thiruda, Keladi in Tamil; Pavithra Bandham,
Maya bazaar, Pakkinti Ammaayi in Telugu; Muddina maava, Maangalyam thanthunaanena, in Kannada to
mention a few memorable performances. Apart from the silver screen, he has also donned character roles in
Tamil and Telugu TV Serials for various television channels. He has also explored his capability as a
composer. Given his passion for music and the close and long association he enjoyed with many great music
directors, his turning into a composer himself was but a short leap for him. He has set music and tunes for
45 films in Telugu, Kannada, Tamil and Hindi films.

4. Shri Balasubrahmanyam donned the role of a dubbing artist with his characteristic zest and
involvement. He has dubbed in notable films such as Gandhi for Ben Kingsley, Annamaya for Suman, Slumdog
Millionaire for Anil Kapoor, several award-winning movies for Kamal Hassan etc. He also lent his voice for
several other leading artists such as Bhagyaraj, Mohan, Girish Karnad, Gemini Ganesh etc. in over 100 film
titles in Tamil, Telugu and Kannada. He produced the critically acclaimed and award-winning "Subha
Sankalpam" in Telugu with Kamal Hassan in the lead role and directed by Shri K. Viswanath. He has produced
films in most of the southern Indian languages, including the dubbed version of "Mayuri" in Tamil (1984) for
which he had composed music as well and won the Andhra Pradesh state award for the original Telugu score.
He has hosted & anchored many TV programmes that are based on music & talent hunt shows, where he
succinctly provides key inputs to participants / viewers about music and hones their skills.

5. Shri Balasubrahmanyam undertook various charity initiatives through S. P. Sambamurthy
Foundation, which he founded in memory of his father Shri S. P. Sambamurthy. He raised funds for many
charitable cause through countless stage shows. He has lent his voice do the service to the masses through
live shows to collect funds by way of ticket sale, etc.

6. Shri Balasubrahmanyam has received a number of awards and honours including Tamil Nadu
Government and Andhra Pradesh Government, prestigious awards at least 10 times as the best Singer, best
character actor and composer. He was awarded the Kalaimamani by Tamil Nadu Government in the early
seventies; Doctorate by Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University in 1999; Lata Mangeshkar Puraskar by Madhya
Pradesh Government in 1999; Padma Shri in 2001; Padma Bhushan in 2011 and "Honorary Doctorate" by
Satyabama University in 2009. He has also received a number of National Awards for the songs sung by
him in movies such as Sankarabharanam (Telugu); Ik Duje Ke Liye (Hindi); Sagara Sangamam (Telugu);
Rudra Veena (Telugu) etc.

7. Shri Balasubrahmanyam passed away on 25" September, 2020.
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