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USTAD GULFAM AHMED

Ustad Gulfam Ahmed is a renowned Rabab and Sarod musician of Senia Gharana,
a traditional music family. He represents the 7th generation of Senia Gharana.

2 Born in on 13" June, 1956, in Lucknow, Ustad Gulfam Ahmed received the
education of Rabab and Sarod from his father Ustad Ishtayq Ahmed and his elder
brother Ustad Mukhtar Ahmed. He gave his first public performance of Sarod
instrument at the tender age of seven.

5 Rabab instrument, a musical instrument played in the folk music of Kashmir
and Afghanistan, consists of 3 strings, which are tuned in musical note i.e. Dhiawat,
Gandhaar, and Nishat only, Ustad Gulfam Ahamed, using his classical music
knowledge, added a chord i.e., the base vowel to the "Maddham" in Rabab instrument,
as aresult of which all the ragas of classical music in the Rabab instrument built by him
can be played with ease. He has been instrumental in reviving the reclining instrument,
Rabab, which was known only for the folk music of Kashmir and Afghanistan, through
his knowledge of classical music and the presentation of classical Rabab playing in
India and abroad.

4. Ustad Gulfam Ahmed Sahab is the only classical Rabab player in India, he
always strives to keep the Rabab instrument alive, therefore, he has been teaching
classical Rabab knowledge to the youth of Afghanistan for many years through ICCR
and is now continuously imparting classical Rabab knowledge to Indian youth, thereby
increasing the number of Indian classical Rabab players also. He has also been
encouraging music students to learn Rabab instrument, so as to expand this heritage.
He has many disciples in India, Australia Canada & Afghanistan and has been
encouraging them by giving full knowledge to play this instrument with affection.

5. Ustad Gulfam Ahmad has performed in several music conferences in India and
abroad. He has also performed in many Music Festivals in India and abroad, including
Qutub Festival (Qutub Minar Delhi); Hari Ballabh Festival (Punjab); Saptak Maho
Utsav (Ahmedabad Gujarat); Sankat Mochan Maho Utsav (Banaras Uttar Pradesh);
Cultural Music Festival — England; Moscow Festival — Moscow; Japan Music Festival,
Kuwait Music Festival; Sat Guru Jagjit Singh Festival — Bangkok etc. He has also
performed in a series of events organized by the Indian Council of Cultural Relations in
several countries like USA, Canada, South Africa, Ukraine, Iran etc.

0. Ustad Gulfam Ahmad has received various awards and honours including, "Yash
Bharti", an important award of the Uttar Pradesh Government, in 2016.
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SHIG [ABM AEH

IS [ABTH A FId D URYRS AT R A s IRATT 919 3R WIS a6 & | a8
SIECIRENEEIRGIREIR R A

) 13 S, 1956 B TRITS, H ST~ IKIG [ABTH 3TEHG 1 U+ UdT IWITE FIAATH 3TEHE 3R IS
TS 9IS IWITE IR AT A 419 AR ARG BT R0eA1 7t &7 | S7=I A1 99 Dl MY H Ugell IR Smai
& FHeT WIS qTa+ IR (b |

e AT, HIHR AR ABIRATT B oAl T F IOIAT ST 91T arer I & o 3 IR 8 &, Ry
gad, YR 3R FRITE WR MHed & | SIS AhH 3898 U+ ARARI FId & S BT SR D
BU, NG9 H "HEIH" ¥R & [Ty Yo 37l AR SirsT fSrde URvTHwEReY 919 3 ARAI Gl & |1 0T
ST A FoITY ST |hd! & | RT9 U8el Dhael HLIR SR AGIMRIE & Al | 3§ JRAG o IR I8
T T BT AT TSR TAT AR MR fISer # 919 are+ a1 IRfT & §RT G BT GAiad b
# U 378 YT TS ¥ |

4. SIS [AHT JEHG AT8d AR & YHAT ARAI 919 A6 © | 98 SHN 919 arel I5 DI Siifad
IR AT T & 9719 ITGDh] DI 6T 9 91 I 81 2 © | I8 979 18 DI ORI Bl M 1 &
for W g & BT B YaTd WRaw & o1y Y WIcATfRd &) X8 © | AR, RS orT, BT 3R Bt &
I 980 ¥ =1 € iR 98 98 U9 ¥ S ITeid d1a & 94 dicay S IR PRI T |

5. SIS [AHTH fEHE MR AR Qe & Hs FHId FARIE H UG &R gb & (o4 §Hgd Halcdd
(Bde MR feeel); R doav Helcdd (USTE); Hwidh Helcdd (JTeHamdIs, JoikId); Hdhe Ara- Halcdd
(TR, IR U<T); HoeRkd Rfold BRTIA— STets; AR BRETA—HIEDI; SUH RIS BRI, Had
RIS BRET; IS SHTSiId 8 Aelcdd—dld 3T ATHA 3 | I76i AR AP Ay aRyg
ST IARBT, HTST, TFEVT AHIHT, Febe, S 3T FHs 2 H SMANT 3T HTAhAl # T &= fhar 2 |

6. SIS [ABH AEHa Bl AT REBR AR T Y& fbT 77 8 f5H 2016 H SR I< ARBR
BT Ve HeaqUl REBR "I ARl Al A & |
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