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SHRI RAJNIKANT DEVIDAS SHROFF

Shri Rajnikant Devidas Shroff (Rajjubhai), is a renowned scientist, entrepreneur, equal
opportunity crusader. He is the founder of United Phosphorus Limited (UPL), an chemical
production company registered in India. Currently, he is chairman & managing director (CMD)
of UPL limited.

2. Born on 20" October, 1933 into a family of eminent entrepreneurs of Kutch, Shri Shroff
graduated in Chemistry from Bombay University in 1956 and a diploma in SCMP at Harvard,
USA. He diligently studied intricate chemical properties and mastered the art of safely handling
highly flammable, explosive and poisonous chemicals. He was the first ever Indian to start and
run a chemical factory in England. There he established a novel process of manufacturing
mercury salts and was paid royalty for it by a British Company- a big achievement for any
Indian way back in 1957.

3 Back in India, Shri Shroff chose to manufacture various so called hazardous products
which were earlier imported, by employing his own new, safe and innovative processes. He first
pioneered Red Phosphorus manufacturing in 1969, giving an impetus to the indigenous chemical
industry and quickly moved on to produce other chemicals like Aluminium Phosphide and Zinc
Phosphide for agriculture. His products found ready acceptance in diverse industries including
Indian Defence, matchsticks and in agriculture, invariably contributing to savings in precious
foreign exchange. Sticking to his core knitting (Agrochemicals), he steadfastly guided UPL on its
growth path over the next few decades. UPL's product-folio was diversified to produce hundreds of
agrochemical products, with over 30 manufacturing locations spread across 16 countries and
with market presence in over 130 countries. Today, he is credited with several product and process
patents in India, Europe and USA.

4. Shri Shroff established an NGO (CENTAGRO) Centre for Agriculture and Science, to
demystify myths and educate all concerned on the real vibrancy of Indian agriculture. Today's
newfound optimism and positivity towards Indian agriculture amongst academicians, bureaucrats
and Ministry of Agriculure is arguably attributed to his tireless personal efforts. He has been
repeatedly elected as the Chairman of The Cropcare Federation of India, an apex body founded to be
the bridge between the Indian farmer, the Government and the agrochemical industry. Making the
Prime Minister's slogan of “Make in India” his own, he has personally encouraged and supported his
peers in the industry by helping them grow in the existing Indian ecosystem.

S. Shri Shroff has been labelled as “The Crop Protection King of India”. Under his
leadership, UPL is today the World's largest Generic Agrochemical Company commanding over
5% of the global market share. The company has over 250 product/process patents globally
and employs over 10000 people from over 25 nationalities. UPL now offers “Total Crop
Solutions” to global farming community, ranging from seeds to crop protection and on to post
harvest crop protection. The company has market capitalization of over Rs 35000 Crores. He is
India's 2™ largest spender on CSR activities and a major contributor to constructing toilets
under “Swatch Bharat” scheme.
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