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SHRI KESHUBHAI PATEL (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Keshubhai Patel was the two time Ex Chief Minister of Gujarat, and a
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. He began his political career in
the 1960s as a member of the Nagarpalika and became a leader of opposition. He
was the Cabinet Minister of Gujarat between 1975 to 1980.

L3 Born on 24" July, 1928 in a poor farmer family, Shri Keshubhai's education
was limited to the 10" Standard. As a young adult, he earned his living by doing
menial jobs. He was inspired by the Hindutva Movement and joined the Rashtriya
Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS).

8. Shri Keshubhai was aware of the farmers' struggles. This perspective
inspired him to become the Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation in 1975. He built
hundreds of dams to provide optimum irrigation and water to all farmers. He
continued his efforts to improve the lives of farmers when he was elected as the
Chief Minister of Gujarat. He was elected seven times as a Member of the Legislative
Assembly (MLA). He was elected as the Deputy Chief Minister of Gujarat in 1990.
He was the Chairman of Somnath Temple Trust until his demise and he served as a
Chairman for 12 years.

4. After Shri Keshubhai became the Chief Minister of Gujarat in 1995, he
started to take strong actions against antisocial elements. He also started The
Gokulgram Yojna to develop the rural areas of Gujarat and provide them with clean
drinking water and better roads. Out of 92 years of his life, he dedicated 70 to
serving the country and the state of Gujarat.

52 Shri Keshubhai passed away on 29" October, 2020.
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