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SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, a Dalit leader from Bihar, was the founder of Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP) and served as Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
under the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Government.

23 Born on 5" July, 1946, to a Dalit family in a caste-ridden, perennially flood-ravaged
village in Khagaria District of Bihar, Shri Paswan experienced poverty, hardship and
discrimination early in life. Even as a little boy, he had to switch two boats every day to cross
over to reach his school in the Darbhanga District. He was able to overcome the heavy odds
through sheer strength of character, diligence and a razor-sharp intellect. A very good
student, he earned a Bachelor degree in Law and a Master of Arts degree from Patna
University. Thereafter, he qualified for the job of DSP through the Bihar Public Service
Commission but resigned in order to plunge fulltime into the hurly-burly of politics.

8. A socialist to the core, Shri Paswan was a disciple of Jayaprakash Narayan, Karpoori
Thakur and Ram Manohar Lohia and carried forward their legacy of fighting for the most
vulnerable, dispossessed citizens of the country. In his first foray in electoral politics, Shri
Paswan was elected to the Bihar State Legislative Assembly in 1969. In the landmark 1977
General Election, Shri Paswan was elected to Parliament from Hajipur with a record margin.
In the 1980s he formed the Dalit Sena, a socio-cultural outfit for amplifying the voice of the
Dalit community. In 2000, he founded his own party, the Lok Janshakti Party.

4. In all, Shri Paswan won as many as nine elections to the Lok Sabha and served as a
Cabinet Minister in various Ministries viz. Social Justice and Empowerment, Railways, Posts,
Communications, Coal, Mines and Steel, Chemicals and Fertilizers, Food and Consumer
Affairs. In each of these Ministries, Shri Paswan was a path breaker as pioneer and innovator.
While serving as the Minister for Communications, he kick started the telecom revolution by
planning an affordable phone in every Indian's hands. As Food Minister during the prolonged
trauma of the COVID 19 pandemic lockdown, he ensured that food grains reached the poorest
of the poor in every nook and corner of our vast country - a truly astounding achievement.

3 Shri Paswan devoted his entire life to the poor and the disadvantaged. His lifelong
mission was to fight injustice and be the voice of the dispossessed and the downtrodden. He
used his political capital and power on behalf of the most vulnerable citizens, irrespective of
their caste, community or regional affiliations.

6. Shri Paswan was the quintessential Minister, dignified, soft-spoken and completely
devoid of administrative self-importance. People who had the privilege of working with him
have vouched for his vast knowledge and affable style. Not only was he nimble in
comprehending even the most technical of subjects, but more often than not, his inputs
enhanced understanding. He was a wonderful teacher and guide. He was also a fine public
speaker, his speeches remarkable for sheer lucidity of thought and expression.

7 Shri Paswan passed away on 8 October, 2020.
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