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SHRI NRIPENDRA MISRA

Shri Nripendra Misra is a career civil servant who joined the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) in
1967 and was allotted the Uttar Pradesh (UP) Cadre. He has served the nation for 54 years in various strategic
positions of the Governments of UP and India, including the Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and the Chairperson of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). He is currently the
Chairperson of the Construction Committee of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir Trust. He is also the
Chairperson of the Executive Council of Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.

28 Born on 8" March, 1945, Shri Misra holds Post-Graduate degrees, with distinction and rank, in both
Chemistry and Political Science from the University of Allahabad. He joined public service in 1967, at the age of
22 years. The early years of Independence shaped his ideals to devote himself to the Indian polity. The
increasing focus of development economics in a growing nation convinced him to earn his third Masters'
Degree in Public Administration at Harvard University in 1980-81.

& Shri Misra's work, early in his career, was acknowledged in 1971 when he was conferred with the Best
Officers' Award by the Government of UP. The Award, while recognizing excellence in implementing
Government policy at the district level, was particular in commending his contribution to food safety and
wheat procurement. He enabled farmers' welfare as Chairperson of the Land Development Bank and
Provincial Cooperative Federation in UP. His efforts in revamping cash strapped cooperatives through
reorganization of societies and effective recovery of credit through a cheque system was lauded by the Reserve
Bank of India. His deep insights in cooperative credit and financial sectors were acclaimed in his consultancy
assignments for the Asian Development Bank, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, and by
the Governments of Nepal and Bangladesh. As Principal Secretary (Finance) of Uttar Pradesh, he initiated
treasury computerization, structured excise and taxation policies, and established zero-based budgeting. The
foundation of the flourishing township of Greater Noida was conceptualized under his chairmanship. He
actively participated in sensitive law and order issues during communal disturbances in Uttar Pradesh.

4. Shri Misra was assigned international trade in the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India and led
negotiating teams to the European Union and the World Trade Organization (WTO). With an emphasis to build
exports by medium and small-scale sectors, he assiduously worked in moderating inequitable tariff and non-
tariff barriers. As Joint Secretary, Multi-Lateral Institutions, he ensured successful outcomes between India
and external aid agencies. This commitment was heightened when, as Additional Secretary, WTO, he made
significant contributions to benefit the nation in the crucial Doha round of trade talks. His stint as the Union
Fertilizers Secretary was marked by improved transparency in pricing of these items. His leadership in the
Telecom sector has had lasting impact on the mobile users of India. As Union Telecom Secretary, he addressed
policies of affordability, fair competition, and access. Later, as the Chairman of TRAI, he ensured that rapidly
changing technology provided consumers with adequate choice, viable tariff plans, and high quality of service.
Further, he fostered an open environment by extending opportunity to stakeholders to participate in decision
making. During the period 2009-2013, he floated the Public Interest Foundation, an NGO committed to
reinforcing democratic traditions of the country. Through a PIL, the NGO took up the cause of electoral reforms
and the apex Court delivered favorable judgment striking at the root of criminalization in politics.

& Shri Misra's dedication to public welfare received extraordinary recognition when he was selected as
the Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Modi. In his tenure between 2014 to 2019, he dedicated himself to the
PM's vision and aligned patriotism with astute political decisions and policy making to empower the common
man. He enabled the Jan Dhan Yojana, reaching gas cylinders to rural women, national healthcare program
Ayushman Bharat, revamping the purchasing power of farmers and major economic reforms including Goods
and Services Tax (GST). Elevated to the equivalence of Cabinet Minister in 2019, he strengthened the hands of
the Prime Minister in ushering the rise of a bold, growing, and immensely capable India. He considers serving
India in his smallest and biggest capacity as a tremendous privilege, a loan he continues to pay back to his
motherland. He counts the innumerable people he has had the opportunity to assist as his biggest award.
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