Padma Shri

SHRI K. Y. VENKATESH

Shri K.Y. Venkatesh is differently abled since birth, short in height. Despite
being at a serious disadvantage due to very short height, he bravely went ahead and
faced many challenges in sports, cultural and other social activities and came up as
awinner in many situations repeatedly.

2L Born on 13" June, 1968, Shri Venkatesh received his Diploma in Computer
Science from the Department of Technical Education, Bangalore in 1989.

S Shri Venkatesh Excelled in more than one Sports like Athletics, Badminton,
Basketball, Hockey, Soccer and Volleyball. He participated in the 4" Dwarf Olympic
Games 2005 and won 6 Medals and India was placed 5" in the Medal Standings. He
was the first person from India to get the Highest Medal tally in the International
events in a year. He comes from a middle class family where he is the youngest in the
family and differently abled by birth. He started sports career from school days and
used to play Chess and represent interschool tournaments. His aim was to compete
in the sports despite winning or losing.

4. Shri Venkatesh led India at the 5" Dwarf Olympic Games 2009 and India won
17 Medals. His Medals were 4 (1 Gold & 3 Bronze medals). The Government of India
recognized his contribution to the sports for the differently abled and he was sent as
Team Escort for many International level sports meet to help the Differently abled
players.

9! Shri Venkatesh is the recipient of Limca People of the Year Award and Ekalvya
Award from Government of Karnataka. He played a key role in getting the
International affiliations to India from the International Badminton Association for
the Disabled, Germany, International Wheelchair Basketball Federation, Canada,
International Para Equestrian Committee, Switzerland and International Dwarf
Sports Federation UK. He is actively involved with the Government & NGOs offering
wheelchair access for the Wheelchair people at important places. He is also working
with the manufacturers for low-cost Sports equipment's for the Differently abled.
He has been commended, appreciated and decorated with a large variety of honors
by various sports management from the Centre, State as well as media and in other
forums. Perhaps there are very few peers who have received such an unparalleled
amount of recognition from all around.
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