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SMT. DANDAMUDI SUMATHI RAMA MOHAN RAO

Smt. Dandamudi Sumathi Rama Mohan Rao is the lone A-Top grade
mridangam artiste of AIR among women in India. She is the founder of an organization
“Laya Vedika”, the object of which is conducting mridangam competitions to bring out
the hidden talent of upcoming artistes and to tone up their skills. She played her role
along with her husband Sri Dandamudi Rama Mohan Rao for the spread of
“Pudukkottai Sampradaya” in India.

2. Born on 16" October, 1950, Smt. Sumathi belongs to a family of musicians. She
was a student of Ghantasala Venkateswara Rao College of music and dance,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. Subsequently she joined as lecturer in the said college
and retired as principal of the college in 2008. She started giving concerts at a tender
age of 10 under the guidance of her father and first guru Sri Nidumolu Raghavaiah.
Later she learned intricate techniques in mridangam playing from Sri Dandamudi
Rama Mohan Rao. She did diploma in mridanga vadya in Honours division. Later she
married Sri Dandamudi Rama Mohan Rao and they became the only A-Top grade
mridangam duo of India.

S Smt. Sumathi was an accompanying artiste extending “sahakara” on
mridangam to reputed artistes like M.S.Subbalakshmi, Chittoor Subramaniam Pillai,
Voleti Venkateswarlu, Dr. M. Balamurali Krishna, Pt. Bhimsen Joshi, Kishori
Amonkar, T.R.Subramaniam, M.Chandrasekaran, E.Sankara Sastri, Srirangam
Gopalaratnam, Chitti Babu, N.Ramani, Mandolin U. Srinivas and many other
instrumental musicians of India of international fame. She scaled new heights as a
solo performer on mridangam with her laya vinyasam concerts.

4. Smt. Sumathi is recipient of numerous awards. To quote a few, she received
“Best Mridangist” award twice from “Madras Music Academy” in 1974 & 1976; Palani
Subramania Pillai memorial prize from Music Academy in 1985; “Best Mridangist”
award from Indian Fine Arts Society, Chennaiin 2005; “Best Citizens of India” award
from International Publishing House, New Delhi in 2008; “Kendra Sangeet Natak
Akademi” award from Hon'ble President of India in 2009; Guruvayur Dorai Trust
award from Guruvayur Dorai Trust, Chennai in 2013; Ugadi puraskaram from the
Government of Andhra Pradesh in 2015. She got titles like “Mridanga Siromani”,
“Mridanga Laya Vidyasagara”, “Mridanga Maharani”, “Nada Bhageeratha”, “Laya
Kala Nipuna”, “Sunada Sudhanidhi”, etc., from various cultural organizations across
India. She is the first woman “Laya vinyasam Artiste” and lone woman mridangist to
receive the “Kendra Sangeet Natak Akademi Award” in India in 2009.
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