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SMT. SUMITRA MAHAJAN

Smt. Sumitra Mahajan is the former Speaker of Lok Sabha. She has along and distinguished
innings in public service.

D Born on 12" April, 1943, to Smt. Usha and Shri Purushotam Neelkanth Sathe in Chiplun,
Maharashta, Smt. Mahajan's early reading habits exposed her to ideas and ideals of notable
historical personalities and leaders like Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and his Mother Jijabali,
Swatantra Veer Savarkar, Lokmanya Tilak and so on, as both her parents inculcated in her, values
of nationalism and service to the society. Life and leadership qualities of Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar
deeply inspired her and deeply imprinted the fervour and value of Governence and selfless public
service. The impact of all this, laid the foundation of her 40 year long illustrious carrier in public
affairs. Smt. Mahajan is a Law graduate and also holds a post-graduate degree in Psychology. She
got married to Jayant Mahajan, a noted lawyer, in 1965.

&s After starting as a Corporator, Smt. Mahajan was first time elected in 1989 to Lok Sabha
from Indore. She went on to represent the same constituency for record eight consecutive terms in
Lok Sabha. As a senior and distinguished Member of Lok Sabha, she earned respect and
admiration across party lines. She also served as a Union Minister of State from 1999 to 2004 and
her interventions accelerated the introduction of Gender Budgeting and improving the service
conditions of Anganwadi workers. During her tenure, she instituted five national awards to
recognize exceptional work done by women for society by the name of 'Stree Shakti Puraskar'.

4, Smt. Mahajan was elected unanimously as the Speaker of the 16" Lok Sabha in 2014. As the
Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan not only upheld the principles and values of
parliamentary traditions in an objective and non-partisan manner, but also enhanced the prestige
of the august office. Smt. Mahajan took several pathbreaking initiatives to further streamline
parliamentary practices and procedures and strengthen the roots of democratic values enshrined in
our Constitution. One seminal contribution of her as the Speaker Lok Sabha was creation of
Speaker's Research Initiative (SRI), an interactive forum, which provided an interface between
Members of Parliament and domain experts to assist them for a more effective role in law-making,
parliamentary debates and to respond to complex issues of national and international importance.
She took the laudable initiative of organizing the first of its kind, a two-day National Conference of
Women Legislators in 2016 with the theme “How empowered women can empower the Nation”. Smt.
Mahajan has always emphasized that women parliamentarians and legislators are the force behind
empowering the nations and are the true enablers for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals. She also introduced Fellowship and Internship programs for young students to familiarize
with Parliamentary democracy and benefit the institute from new ideas and energy from the youth.
She also gave a thrust to parliamentary diplomacy during her tenure as the Speaker of Lok Sabha.
Hankuk University of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) conferred her with Honorary Doctorate.

5 Smt. Mahajan will be remembered in the history of India's Parliamentary Polity as an
eminent Parliamentarian, a distinguished Speaker of Lok Sabha, for her value-based politics and
for her amiable and affable nature which have endeared her to all. No wonder that she is lovingly
called as “Tai” (elder sister) by one and all. In her own humble way, she has significantly contributed
to strengthening the robust parliamentary polity in the country.
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