Padma Shri

- )

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGH

Shri Chandrashekhar Singh is an innovative farmer, who has been working tirelessly to bring
scientific temper and modernization in agriculture while collaborating with thousands of farmers to help
them in increasing their productivity and income. As an astute agriculture researcher, he has not only
developed many high yielding and high valued crop varieties but also strived towards enabling farmers to
get access to those varieties and upskilling themselves in quality seed production. In the direction of
addressing one of biggest challenges of agriculture which is backward and forward linkages of
agriculture sector, he has conceptualized and introduced a digital platform “Krishine” which envisages to
help farmers in accessing quality inputs at affordable prices and integrating their produce with market.
He has also founded a research-based seed manufacturing unit - “Vasundhara”, a well-known seed
brand preferred by many farmers across India.

2. Born on 2™ July, 1956, Shri Singh received his Bachelor degree in 1982 and completed his LLB in
1985 from Gorakhpur University. His life and work ethics are greatly influenced by his father who was a
farmer and a school teacher. He has sincerely mirrored his father's ideology of "Don't stop working when
tired, work until the work comes to an end". He, as an agricultural scientist, from the very young age
itself, started experimenting with modern farming techniques to improve yield and quality of seeds. Since
1986, he has been paying more attention to "Organic Farming". He has been working with the
agricultural scientists of KVK Varanasi and Banaras Hindu University for more than 30 years. In 2015,
after continuous efforts, he succeeded in inventing the high yield seeds and applied for their registration
in Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Authority (PPVFRA). In 2019 his first four varieties
got registered with PPVFRA, namely Vasundhara Damini, Mayuri-6698, Sai Neelkanth of Paddy and
Baba Vishwanath of wheat. He also developed a dwarf variety of Pigeon Pea and a new technique of paddy
transplantation. To spread the awareness and adoption of modern ways of agriculture, he approached
the Vice-Chancellor of BHU with the concept of Kisan Mela and in 2007 he hosted the first Kisan Mela of
BHU at his own farm.

S Being son of a school teacher, Shri Singh has been extremely passionate about improving quality
and accessibility of education in his surroundings. Through his sustained efforts he was able to bring
together the District Education Department, the Gram Sabha and a private company which completely
turned around the condition of Government school in his village. From an inutile situation, the school
has transformed into a model school with advanced physical infrastructure and equipped with smart
classes, science labs and quality mid-day meal. During current COVID pandemic, in his personal
capacity, he distributed essentials such as rice flour, pulses, spices and more for 1000 families of
Varanasi and 800 families of Lucknow.

4. Shri Singh is a recipient of numerous awards of national repute in field of agriculture including
"The President's Award" at the National Conference on KVK - 2010, Udaipur. In 2015, he was honoured
at the foundation day event of ICAR-DSR. His other awards include Jagjeevan Ram Innovative Farmer
Award (ICAR)- 2011, Innovative Rice Farms Award- DRR- Hyderabad- 2011, Honoured as The
Navonmeshi Cultivator-ICAR-201 1, Innovative Farms Award-ISEE- Jabalpur-2011, Appreciation Award
- KVK Zone- IV (ICAR) Foundation Day 2012, Honoured on the Foundation Day of the Directorate of Seed
Research ICAR in 2015, Seed Production Award- BHU 2011, Farm Innovator Award- Mysore 2010,
Appreciation Award at Farmers Fair (IARI) Pusa, New Delhi, Government of India 2010, Award for using
The Latest Farming Techniques-BHU 2010, Scientific Farmer Cooperation Award- BHU 2008,
Progressive Farmer Award- IARI 2008, Chief Speaker Award- IARI 2008, "Chandra Shekhar Krishi Vid"
Award- CSAU Kanpur 2007 and Second Green Revolution Sammelan Award- CSAU Kanpur 2007.
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