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PROF. KARTAR SINGH

Prof. Kartar Singh is a remarkable and exceptional author and artist known for restoration and
perseverance of the traditional form of Gurmat Sangeet.

2 Born on 3™ April, 1928, in Village Ghummanke, Distt. Lahore, Prof. Kartar Singh started learning kirtan in
his early age of 13 under the guidance of Giani Gurcharan Singh Ji, Bhai Sunder Singh Ji Kasoor wale, Bhai Dalip
Singh Ji and later enhanced this skill while accompanying Rababi Bhai Karma (disciple of Bhai Chand). At the age of
18, he performed his first kirtan at Gurdwara Singh Sabha, Renala Khurd and Gujranwala. Then he migrated to
India during the partition of 1947. He found his calling in music and spent the rest of his life devoted to music. Then
under the pious direction of J.S Bhawra Ji, Pandit Balwant Rai Jiaswal Ji (disciple of Pandit Vinayakrao
Patwardhan), he learned minute details about different Gayan shalies.

3. During 30 years in College teaching, Prof Singh has ignited the imagination, and instilled a love of learning
music in many of his students by winning hundreds of Prizes in Shabad Gayan and music competition in various
college/university level youth festivals. His students are spread across the globe, propagate his teachings and
continuing the practice of Raag based Gurbani. His disciples serve kirtan sewa with Tanti Saazas (string
instruments) as Ragi Jathas at Sri Darbar Sahib and other prominent Gurdwaras in India as well as abroad.

4. Prof. Singh is director of Sangeet Bharati, Ludhiana (Estb 1960), Gurmat Sangeet Academy (SGPC),
Anandpur Sahib (Estb 1999), Prof. Kartar Singh Gurmat Sangeet Vidyalaya, Phagwara (Estb 2015). These
institutions are working for the promotion of Bharatiya Sangeet and Gurmat Sangeet under his guidance. He is also
working as Member of Kirtan Sub Committee for selection of Ragi Jathas of Golden Temple, Amritsar since 2000 and
also serving as a Member of Gurmat Sangeet Faculty and Advisory Committee, Deptt. of Gurmat Sangeet Punjabi
University, Patiala. He has been a nominated Member of Governing Body of Ishmeet Singh Music Institute, Ldh (run
by Punjab Govt.) since 2010 and nominated as External Expert (2017-2019) on the faculty of Performing Arts of
Guru Granth Sahib World Sikh University, Fatehgarh Sahib. He was also a Member of Local Audition Committee of
All India Radio, Jalandhar from 1996 to 1999 and an outside Expert in Board of Control in Music, G.N.D.U., Amritsar
from 2007-2009. He has served as Examiner for Panjab University, Guru Nanak Dev University, Punjabi University
and Pracheen Kala Kendra, Chandigarh.

5 Being a pioneer and expert of both Gurmat Sangeet and Bhartiya Sangeet, in the span of 40 years of writing,
Prof. Kartar Singh has created over 1400 novel compositions in various Raags and Mishrat Raags. He has penned down 8
Books Gurbani Sangeet Darpan; Guru Angad Dev Sangeet Darpan; Gurmat Sangeet Darpan Part-1; Part-2 and Part-3
and Guru Teg Bahadur Sangeet Darpan (English and Punjabi). These books have been published by SGPC with around
50,000 copies. As a generous human, to minimise the price of these books, he has not charged any royalty.

6. Prof. Kartar Singh's innovation in music is deep-rooted in the essence of Gurbani. He has added vilambhit
khayal and introduced compositions of swai, paun and dedh beats of taals in these books which are now considered
as reference books as he wrote these after researching thoroughly and studying various Raag swaroops of
Shastrakaars and writers from the Medieval age like Pandit Lochan, Pandit Vithul, Sri Kanth, Pandit Somnath and
many more. Prof. Singh is an expert gayak of partaal, expert recital of aparchalit Raag and aprachilit taals with
various beats. With thorough research he contributed towards Bhartiya Sangeet by singing compositions in Raag
Basant Bilawal thata, Raag Maru Khamaj thaat, Raag Devgandhari, Raag Asa, Raag Majh, Raag Malhar Gandhar
shudh, Raag Kanra, Raag Tukhari, Raag Gauri. To save most difficult Ragas from extinction, T-Series company
recorded Prof. Singhs recital in difficult Raags like Raag Gauri, Raag Gauri cheti etc. Prof. Singh has played a pivotal
role in reviving the practice of Kirtan renderation in prescribed Raags with string instruments at Sri Darbar Sahib
Amritsar in 2006. He is the oldest person who does kirtan inside Sri Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple) to date. He has
also performed during the Commonwealth Games 2010 in New Delhi.

s For his lifelong contribution to the revival of traditional art, Prof. Kartar Singh has been conferred with
numerous national and international awards. Sangeet Natak Akademi conferred on him Tagore Ratna Award
(Fellowship) in 2012 by Honorable Governor (West Bengal) and Akademi Award for the year 2008 by Honorable
President of India, Srimati Pratibha Devi Singh Patil. Sikh Lifetime Achievement Award 2011 in London (U.K).
Vishesh Puraskar by Sarbat Da Bhala (Welfare of Mankind), Dubai (U.A.E.). Shiromani Ragi Award by SGPC, Sri
Amritsar in 2009 and by Govt. of Punjab in 2016. Gurmat Sangeet Senior Fellowship by Punjabi University, Patiala
in 2011. At the age of 92 he is still as enthusiastic about music as ever. After dedicating 70 years of his life to the
music, he says musicis the only legacy he would like to leave behind.
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