Padma Shri

SMT. USHA CHAUMAR

Smt. Usha Chaumar is the President of Sulabh International Social Service Organisation.

2. Born on 14" April, 1967, in a traditional Balmiki family in Bharatpur, Rajasthan,
Smt. Usha got married at the age of 10. On marriage, she shifted to Alwar carrying with her the
same social stigma. In her life upto 2003, she was destined to manually cleaning and physically
carrying human excreta, facing appalling hardships and humiliation, leading a life of
degradation, sub-human existence and treated as an untouchable. The life she led, was full of
indignities and daily insults, not earning enough to have two square meals a day and forced to
back breaking task to earn her living. She never knew the joys of childhood. She began
scavenging when she was hardly seven and often insisted on getting a broom from her mother so
that she too could scavenge. Like the other people in her tribe, who had been engaged in this
profession for generations, she would have continued to be so engaged in future too. Both Smt.
Usha and her husband were illiterate and never had the opportunity or financial strength to go to
school. She was able to earn a meager income, doing scavenging from house to house in Alwar.

S Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, Founder, Sulabh International Social Service Organisation (SISSO)
who was on a mission to liberate scavengers, came across Smt. Usha during a visit to Alwar. She was
offered the opportunity to join the training institute 'NAI DISHA', which had been started by Dr.
Pathak at Alwar. She grabbed the opportunity and learnt to prepare pickles, papads, noodles and
other eatables. It transformed her life and she soon discovered that the very people in her village, who
had treated her as an untouchable, were willing to buy the food products made by her, now that she
had stopped scavenging. This also increased her income substantially.

4. Smt. Usha learnt to read and write Hindi and to some extent English as well. Having seen
her determination, SISSO gave her a place of pride and appointed her as President of Sulabh
International Social Service Organisation in 2007. As the President of Sulabh, she emerged as a
leading lady of the community. She visited Durban in South Africa to pay homage to Mahatma
Gandhi. She has also visited several other countries. Such was her self-confidence that she even
spoke at the United Nations, where a group of scavengers from India was invited to participate in
a 'Fashion Show'. After her return from UN, she was invited by then President of India, Smt.
Pratibha Devisingh Patil to visit Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Sh Smt. Usha has become an inspiring figure for Balmiki community and women in particular.
Though basically illiterate, she has been delivering extempore speeches on the contributions of
Sulabh in the field of health, hygiene and sanitation, eradication of social evils and Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan. She has represented SISSO on many important platforms, in India and abroad and
participated in conference and travelled UN New York, France, United Kingdom & South Africa.

6. Smt. Usha is the recipient of numerous award and honours. She has received an award
from Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modiji at a function on 2nd October 2015 organized
by India Today Group. She was also awarded Sat Paul Mittal National Award for her exemplary
contribution for upliftment of manual scavengers and she received appreciation & coverage by
national and International print & electronic media.
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Hadt ST dlas

ST ST AHS FoT ex-1eel HINTel Alad NGO B e & |

2 14 U, 1967 H WRAYR, ST & U URURS Tl IRIR H ST S ST BT f9a18 10 A1 Bl 3y
H 81 T | faaT8 & 918 a8 ST Aiod ®I ofdx 3TeTdR 31T s | 2003 T 39 ST & SR, S8 a1 | AFd 7l
ATH HRAT IST, ST Uel, fdde GHilac 3iiR STIH SIeT UST, a2l B AHEAT BT ST, UY3AT SIAT Sias ST g
3R I A1 Y S Y ¥ Faid BT 77 | IThT Siia AT Bl fTeera AR Gk I ART GAT o7 | g8 1 41
& AT uTchl oY {5 2 S &1 @1 @1 A, IR AR Siia I & foly 370 QR M R Al 9l | 98 999
@1 G A fehe i o | 519 a8 GR& | 7 94 31 o, 7l THIS B M H T TS | I8 371 Hi H FRR g, a7 &
forq f7g =l off A1fh T +1 7T WIS BT BIH IR T | AT SIT B GEX AR D IRE, ST Afadi 3 SUT B H ol §Y 9,
I 1 A H A BT BT BT AT | SR ST AR S Ul ST 81 FRER 91 3R S8 1 et ST &1 AT Ael uram 3R
8 I 3D R T o | 98 JTeTaR W BR—ER SITaR el Fhls G A1 A1 DI Horge! AT Tl o |

3. GH ST AR AT AR & AATUD, S f[daxar ured Ael &1 A JRh & b AMATT TR
3TeTaR 31T o | 3 SRIE 98 ST ST | et | 92 afefar # Sfaex UTedh g1 % 6y Ty ufreror e ‘=3 e #
A BN B YRS DI TS | Soi71 $9 UMDY Bl R WIHR IR o1 iR @R, U, Teodd 3R W BT g
Aot 9T GG | 399 S9D Silad § BifTdRT gaald T IR Seg gl S-ai- Ui b SHdb 319 8 T & N, Sl
S AT YT b WU H g9 BRA ¥, 3 I WE I BRI & 52gP o | 3d I8/ Hll ST 68 PR (T
S TP 37T ) BT T TS |

4. S ST 1 R &R BB 88 dd RS YT WG | S7ah] AHURIRh Bl SIHY oI+ § el
AeTel A4 SAATSOIRE 7 I8 TRAEell Ua U&TH B §Y, 2007 H G Sl A Afa iRAIsered &
sreztet g T | g9 &1 3fede & AR WR, 98 MU W 1 b ol Afgell 99 T | S=i7 HeledT el &l
sTgioifel JAfUT HRA & oy SfRT0T JIBIHT & TG DI ATAT DI | I/ 3D GAR QT D A ATAT DI & | S79 ga1
3T JATHTIZIT 2T b IBIT AYTh I & Yob FARIS H AI90T {37 | $/H B 2 H 9RT o & ol AR B1 Her
QI Il AfZErail Bl AT T 1T o7 | §Yh I A dle & 917, Io ARd DI gyl sl afe <t R
TéTet = TSgUfq Ya=1 317 1 =T fer |

5, S ST ITHIS TR 3R WIaR AfFreli & oy U RS IReTId 991 718 € | BTefifd a8 o wu |
FReR & It TRed, ¥a2ad IR AIh—hTs, AHINIS GHel &1 FHIG TT Wee HRA I & &3 4 god &
ANTET TR &RT HaTE 37U+ a7 IS 8 | Soi+ AR 3R fAa=T & 3P Hedqul Hal R oo Sci-ed |ierd |fad
RIS OIR &1 Af=feed fham & T ARel § 91T ol 8 31k Wgth [T =AlD, Wi, JATgCS fhired 3iR gferor
3THTERT T ATAT &1 B |

6. S ST BT 31eh JREPR AR FHE J&TH Y TV & | I SISAT S U §RT 2 ISR, 2015 D AT
T FARIE # AT JeTaa o TR A1) St 3 REBR I 61 7 | S 3 M aTell & S H Srgdeoig
ANTETE & oy AauTer fTel IE QRIBR TG fhar 71 T ISR 3R AT Ui @ik gelagi«g Jfsar gRT
IDT ARTEAT B 1T 3R I8 U WaR| H T T e |
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