Padma Shri

SMT. TRINITY SAIOO

Smt. Trinity Saioo, a mother of 6 children comprising of 3 sons and 3 daughters
lives in Mulieh Village in West Jaintia Hills District of Meghalaya. Her village, a
nondescript village comprises of 230 household and practicing traditional agriculture.
What is unique about this village is the fact that all the households here now grow the
prized Lakadong Turmeric, because of the innovative and hard work of one lady farmer,
who led from the front with exemplary and steadfast leadership. Lakadong CD Block of
West Jaintia Hills District of Meghalaya has become very popular due to above 7.5% high
market demand ofits unique taste, flavor, aroma and vibrant yellow color.

2. Born on 1° December, 1972, Smt. Saioo, being a teacher, took burden upon herself
to help her fellow villagers and approached Spices Board in Shillong for help. Because of
the help from Spices Board and her efforts, farmers of Mulieh Village were transformed
economically due to the switch over to Lakadong variety which fetches them double their
previous earnings. She motivated two of her fellow farmers and as a result they have been
able to construct their own houses from growing Lakadong variety of Turmeric.

£ Since then, there was no turning back for this village. Smt. Saioo started motivating
other farmers from adjoining Village of Madankynsaw, Mynktung, Rting, Pyntei and Laskein
to switch over to Lakadong variety. She mobilized about 800 farmers to cultivate villages as
ICAR research has also indicated uniqueness of this ecological situations which enable the
Lakadong variety to perform exceedingly well while yielding very high curcumin content,
compared to other geographical locations in the state.

4. Smt. Saioo's vocal nature and strong leadership qualities helped her to push
forward with her mission. With 800 farmers , she started a co-operative society known as
"Leng Skhem Spice Society". She also associated her Society with "Life Spice Federation of
Self Help Groups of Laskein CD Block in order to rejuvenate this federation.

o4 In early 2018, when the State Government was exploring ways to expand
production of Lakadong Turmeric in Laskein CD Block, Smt. Saioo was in the forefront of
nudging the State Government to launch 'Lakadong Turmeric Mission' with the objective
of upscaling its production. Today 100 numbers of Turmeric SHG's are working under
her federation .

6. On 15" October 2018, Smt. Saioo was felicitated for her valuable contribution and
innovative work by the Union Ministry during the celebration of Mahila Kisan Divas 2018,
held at NASC Complex, Pusa New Delhi. She also received the Award in person from the
Union Minister of Agriculture, Shri Radha Mohan Singh at a glittering function graced by
40 other successful farm women from across the country.
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