Padma Shri

SHRI DAITARI NAIK

Shri Daitari Naik is a tribal man from Odisha known for carving out a canal in a

stream to irrigate his cultivated land. He is popularly known as "The Canal Man'.

5 Born on April 02, 1945, Shri Naik has been living in the forest area, depending on
cultivation for livelihood. Due to lack of irrigation facilities, he started work to ensure
flow of water downstream for cultivation. He along with other people worked for years
together to clear the rocks and bushes to make the water come down.

S Shri Naik single-handedly carved out a three-kilometer canal fromthe Gonasika
mountains so that the water stream could irrigate the parched land below. It took nearly
four years for Shri Naik and his family to dig the canal with just hoe and digging bar. The
three-km canal now provides water to about 100 acres of land around Baitarani village
and there has been no water shortage reported till date.
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