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SMT. JAMUNA TUDU

Smt. Jamuna Tudu is a distinguished Indian environmental activist. As we say that
Charity begins at home, this is absolutely true for Smt. Jamuna, popularly known as 'The
Lady Tarzan of Jharkhand'. She is one such hero who is working towards saving the jungles
in her state for close to two decades.

2. Born on December 19, 1980, Smt Jamuna is a nature lover. She was born & brought
up in a poor Santhal family at Ranga Matia village at Mayurbhanj district in Odisha. Her
father Mr Baaghi Murmu, was her first teacher who taught her love and respect for the
forest, wild animals and in turn nature.

S Smt. Jamuna got married to Sh. Man Singh Tudu who was a resident of Muturkham
village in Chakulia district. Post her marriage, she started facing problems in her day to day
life. She had to go very far off in the forest to bring fire-woods for cooking. It was also an era of
deforestation. Everyday hundreds of trees were cut down in the district and the green forest
was converted into a barren land. This was the turning point in her life when she decided to
fight and save the forest. She started her journey during the Forest Protection Movement and
began convincing village people to fight against the 'Mafias'. She formed a group with ladies
staying in nearby villages and then the battle began against the forest mafias.

4, During this journey, she saved hectares of forest in Ghatshila range. She was targeted
multiple times by the mafias and she had been beaten to death but she survived. Recently,
Smt. Jamuna has formed a group named “Van Prabandhan Avam Sanrakshan
Mahasamiti”. This group is working in & around 350- 400 villages and there are more than
350 samitis under the banner of Mahasamiti. Thus she has become a role model for the
villagers. She has proved that even an illiterate and a poor person who lives in remote
villages, can bring a difference in the society if he /she has that kind of a vision.

S Smt. Jamuna is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. She has been
conferred Awaken India (Agents of change) Award, All Grass Route Women of the Decade
Achievers Award, Veerangana Special Award, Women Power Award, Aparajita Award,
Women Transforming India Award, Women Achiever award in 2017 and many more awards
by the Central Goverment, State Government of Jharkhand and many other organisations.
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